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Introduction
The Fifth Los Alamos Life Sciences Symposium,
on Hazardous Solid Wastes and Their Disposal, was
held at Los Alamos, New Mexico, on October
12-14, 1977. The symposium was sponsored by the
Office of the Assistant Secretary for Environment
and the Division ofWaste Management, Production
and Reprocessing of the U. S. Department of
Energy and by the Health Division of the Los
Alamos Scientific Laboratory. The approximately
150 participants received an in-depth review ofthe
technologies, health aspects, philosophical and
legal considerations, and Federal regulatory laws
and statutes related to and resulting from solid
waste disposal.
The question ofwhat to do with solid wastes has
confronted men since early times and has perplexed
modem man living in industrialized and materialis-
tic societies. As documented in this symposium, the
volumes of solid waste continue to increase, pre-
senting a disposal problem based on mass alone.
This problem is, however, compounded by the di-
versity of potentially hazardous and hazardous
materials contained in industrial and domestic
wastes. Hazardous solid wastes must be packaged,
transported, and disposed within a framework of
"state of the art" technologies that are formulated
by convenience, economic, and health safety con-
siderations. There are numerous industries, and
local, state and federal governmental agencies in-
volved in both the handling and regulation ofwaste
disposal. Add this to the various studies which have
been pursued by private interests and universities,
and the body of factual information available be-
comes quite large. This symposium was designed to
bring together eminent scientists, engineers,
educators, and administrators, representing various
aspects of solid waste disposal. Just as the partici-
pants were stimulated to engage in interdisciplinary
discussions, it is hoped that these proceedings will
serve as a jumping off point for making decisions
which bear on multifaceted approaches to solid
waste management.
We wish to thank the session chairmen, the
speakers, and the very attentive and active audi-
ence of invited participants for their respective
contributions. Our thanks, too, to the many mem-
bers of the Los Alamos Scientific Laboratory staff
who gave generously of their time and talents in
completing the physical arrangements. We espe-
cially wish to express our sincere gratitude to the
editors of Environmental Health Perspectives for
publishing these proceedings.
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